CHAPTER VI

THE AMERICAN  INTELLIGENTSIA

" Sure enough, America is a great, and in many respects a
blessed and hopeful phenomenon. Sure enough these hardy
millions of Anglo-Saxon men prove themselves worthy of their
genealogy; and with axe and plough and hammer, if not yet with
any much finer kind of implements, are triumphantly clearing out
wide spaces, seednelds for the sustenance and refuge of mankind,
arenas for the future history of the world, doing, in their day and
generation, a creditable and cheerful thing under the sun. But
as to a Model Republic, or a model anything, the wise among
themselves know too well that there is nothing to be said. . . .
No; America, too, will have to strain its energies, in quite other
fashion than this; to crack its sinews and ail-but break its heart,
as the rest of us have had to do, in thousand-fold wrestle with the
Pythons and mud-demons, before it can become a habitation for
the gods. America's battle is still to fight.11

THOMAS CARLYLE : The Present Time, 1850.

Washington.

DEMOCRACY at large has often been charged, and
by none more vehemently than by Thomas
Carlyle, with failure to attract the service, in
political office, of the best minds. The humilia-
tions of vote catching, the arts of deceptive
manoeuvre, the atmosphere of intrigue in which
democratic politics are prone to become involved,
either keep the best minds at a distance or tend
to expel them when admitted. Democracy is
thus confronted with a difficulty, possibly with a
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